: AL
fﬁp
g
2/16/70
Unit 2
hAs an example of the waybln which our original Tech bulldings
were obtelned, 1t mey be of interest to tell the somewhat unusual
story of the construction of Unit 2, the second bullding along
Susquehanne Street, counting from the canal branch, This was the
first of our depression bulldings, in 19%@xamdx3$kxxxx 1931 and 32,
The pre depression auto shop had been completed in 1931, and
we we suddenly found ourselves very poor indeed., People could not
pay taxes, teschers had been suspended and sequired to make "
Uyoltntary crantrtimtraxsxka" salary cuts, and we were feeling sorry
for ourselves.. But we were determined to go on with our much needed
plant., Fortunately we had much bullt in assistance in our student
body and our varlety of skilled tradesmen among the faculty., Perhaps
we could build thkExkxiitimxx a bullding ourselves, We had long since
designed a comprehensive bullding layout , we had the land, and
unlimited support from our industries and businessmen, It was at
the atart useless to approsch the School District for money. There
was deep financial trouble there, The director knew an elderly archi-
tect whom he paild & 25.00 to lay ou t a simple but sturdy bullding,
Just enoush to determine the dimensions of the foundations and the
column spacing, This was enough to dlscuss a project to place the
foundations with axrxzfmumshxfriemdxxx the ten newly formed
1aeal emerzency relief groups who were then giving familles a basket
of food a week, hopefully with the idea of getting some work in
return., Our good friend F Relph Lehman helped us, although there
were no New Deal Agencies and the depression would scon be over,
according to President Hoover,
The relief people offered to give it support, and then the School

piatrict decided to buy some metertnald. We went to our industries

and building



supply dealers, the junk yarda and looked for donations. Mr
Abe plsher o gorap yerd operator friend of ours wwas very helpful,
He hed 2 lot of miscellaneous materinsl end he might as well gzive it,
or losn 1t tomus saince there was no market for it wWe were de-
molising the 1lest of the Tundy Lumber comprny sheds on the plot
Wexhxdx which h-d been the orlzin-l home of the lumber company. The
plot cost us 340 200~ few yerrs before

The director could spare time from his regular dutles, and he

became the bullding superintendent., The School District could lend
us two school janitors who had once been goocod carpenters for the
form bullding. From the junk yard we could get a very much used steam

driven concrete mixer, and we had a good steam power plant, builtg
for the heating of the new auto shop., The director and the instructo
ers dld the surveyling and lald out the trenches of what was to be

a slab-on -ground unit built on 'spread" footings, since the area
had been a former log pond,

The labor supply was a riot? reciplents of the food baskets,
willing to work, but not at all uased to that kind of work for the
mostpert, arrived, vering in number from 20 to 30, for a day at a
time , and 1t might be a month before a worker returned for his second
day. Many of them were whilte collar workers. Some were men of some
gtanding 1n the community, caught up in the catastrophy. They dug
the trenches . The two carpenters helped at times by our students,
thiilt the formzs and we began our concrete work, It was slow and
tedious, and we got a late start ., We did not finish before winter
atruck us, but we had to keep on golng, Our good boller had high
preasure steam, =and we tented and covered our work toprevent frazxkx
frozen concrete. What a man could not learn to do in a day, he could
not do. We poured our last concrete in days when the temperature got

dovn to ten above., The high =school prineciplal arranged to send large

kettles of soup over to us mEx from the school cafeteria, The faculty



wno asslsted worked in the ditches =snd shared the soup with the

rest. It Wes a despernte time, but we were getting a building

bullt. Perhaps the oportunity to get into those ditches with the
rellef workers, tocommunicate with them wes a 1lifetime memory.

To see people, who had been self supporting and relisnt citizens a fe
months veore reduced to the polnt where a constant tople of conver
sntion was how to manipulate things so as to get some small adven-
age in the weekly food , clothin z and sherter hand out was a sharp
leason to those of us who were more fortunate ., I could recall my fa
ther, who was an englishman say that there were nine meals bet-

ween the Prince of Wales and a bum, We clozed the foundation project
and xxxmEx , the foundetions completed, the plers and foundation bolts

in place just before Christmas, not knowineg when we might be sble to

take another step,

However, in the meantime a groduate of our archlitectural drawing
course , Clarence Wagner, now a reglsted architect deslgned the re-
mainder of the bullding for us at his office cost, and we were at work

getting out meterial lists to submit to the School District for the
super structure . By this time, our o0ld friend Mr Lehman had 1

his Work Rellef Agency started, and he offered labor and = good
deal of simple materials,, The Board of school directors agreed to
provide the remsinder of the materials. ®hexmexkxx I think the Board

cost was to be 12,000, We were ready to go in the spring of 1932,

The same arrangement for labor, except that the men now received
wages inatesd of food, ThexdiIxx A retired bullding contractor, Wllila.
Spring, . man was brought in a3 superintendent and pald by the federal
agency, T ings went very much better, and we had our bullding up
within the year. It has worn well, all through the depressiin
years, the war years, and the G.I. years. At this writing i=xx plans

are ready to rEimkiIdxkkxxx remodel it , wlthout materlal change, as



a part of the Wrap Around unit for the Community College
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