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Classification of Materials 

The Library of Congress classifications for psychology are BF.  More specifically, BF is broken down as 
follows: 
 
BF1-990 Psychology 
BF38-64 Philosophy. Relation to other topics 
BF173-175.5 Psychoanalysis 
BF176-176.5 Psychological tests & testing 
BF180-198.7 Experimental psychology 
BF203 Gestalt psychology 
BF207-209 Psychotropic drugs & other substances 
BF231-299 Sensation. Aesthesiology 
BF309-499 Consciousness. Cognition 
BF501-505 Motivation 
BF511-593 Affection. Feeling. Emotion 
BF608-635 Will. Volition. Choice. Control 

BF636-637 Applied psychology 
BF638-648 New Thought. Menticulture, etc. 
BF660-685 Comparative psychology. Animal & 
human psychology 
BF692-692.5 Psychology of sex. Sexual behavior 
BF697-697.5 Differential psychology. 
Individuality. Self 
BF698-698.9 Personality 
BF699-711 Genetic psychology 
BF712-724.85 Developmental psychology 
BF725-727 Class psychology 
BF795-839 Temperament. Character 

 
Browsing in any of these areas may lead to the discovery of valuable material in addition to the specific items 
listed in this guide.  You may also want to review the classification lists on the Human Services and Sociology 
Subject Guides, or browse in RA790-790.95 (mental health and mental illness prevention) as well as those 
classified in some of the RC ranges: 

RC435-571 Psychiatry 
RC475-489 Therapeutics. Psychotherapy 
RC490-499 Hypnotism & hypnosis. Suggestion 
therapy 
RC500-510 Psychoanalysis 
RC512-569.5 Psychopathology 

RC512-528 Psychoses 
RC530-552 Neuroses 
RC554-569.5 Personality disorders. Behavior 
problems 
RC569.7-571 Mental retardation. Developmental 
disabilities  

 

 
Catalogs and Indexes 

The Madigan Library’s online catalog includes information about all items in the library’s physical and virtual 
collections.  When using the catalog, you may search by author, title, subject, or words or phrase.  You can 
limit your search to videos, DVDs, etc. by choosing the Media Search feature.  You can also choose the 
Periodicals Search feature to find magazines, journals and newspapers the library subscribes to in print or 
electronically.  Note, however, this type of search does not locate individual articles.  To do this, use the 
Databases link from the library’s homepage and choose a broad subject heading, such as Education, 
Psychology, and Sociology. 
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Journals 

Listed below are some magazines and journals to which the Madigan Library currently subscribes: 
 
American Journal of Psychology* 
Behavioral Disorders 
Brain and Cognition 
Developmental Psychology 
Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology* 

Journal of Family Psychology 
Personality & Social Psychology Bulletin* 
School Psychology Quarterly 
Suicide & Life-Threatening Behavior 
Women & Therapy

 
* Denotes electronic access only 
 
 
In the following lists, REF indicates resources in the Reference Collection on the 1st Floor of the 
Madigan Library. 
 

 
Dictionaries 

Dictionary of Psychology, 3rd ed.     REF BF31 .C65 2009 
Elsevier’s Dictionary of Psychological Theories   REF BF31 .E44 2006 
 

 
Encyclopedias 

Encyclopedia of Addictions      REF RC563.4 .H65 2009 v.1-2 
Encyclopedia of Applied Psychology     REF BF636 .E52 2004 v.1-3 
Encyclopedia of Mental Health, 3rd ed.    REF RC437 .K34 2008 
Encyclopedia of Psychology     REF BF31 .E52 2000 v.1-8 
Gale Encyclopedia of Mental Health, 2nd ed.    REF RC437 .G36 2008 v.1-2 
Magill’s Encyclopedia of Social Science:  Psychology   REF BF31 .M33 2003 v.1-4 
Popular Psychology      REF BF31 .C715 2005 
 

 
Guides and Handbooks 

Comprehensive Handbook of Psychological Assessment  REF BF176 .C654 2004 v.1-4 
Handbook of Child Psychology, 6th ed.    REF BF721 .H242 2006 v.1-4 
Handbook of Clinical Psychology     REF R467.2 .H357 2008 v.1-2 
Stevens’ Handbook of Experimental Psychology   REF BF181 .H336 2002 v.1-4 
 

 
Tests and Measures 

Handbook of Psychological Testing     REF BF176 .K575 1993 
Mental Measurements Yearbooks     REF BF431 
Tests:  A Comprehensive Reference for Assessments in Psychology, 
Education and Business      REF BF176 .T43 
 

 
World Wide Web Resources 

The Madigan Library has many excellent resources available on the Internet.  Use the homepage at 
www.pct.edu/library as a portal to them. 
 
The Psychology Subject Guide is available at www.pct.edu/library/research/subjectguides/psychology. Use 
this link to access Web sites that have been selected and evaluated by a librarian. 
 


