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Need a specific book or journal? 
 
 Locate journals, magazines, newspapers (Journal Locator) will tell you if a 
 journal title is in the Madigan Library Periodical Collection or in a database.  
 
 Interlibrary Loan (ILLiad) can be requested if your article is not full text or if 
 your book is not in the Madigan Library. Register as a “First Time User” the first 
 time you request material. Articles are emailed in 2-3 days, books may take up to 
 2 weeks. For questions contact Connie Rice. 

NOTE: Distance learners and students on rotation are welcome to request 
items located in the Penn College Madigan Library. 

Need a Citation Style? 
 
 Use  Cite Your Sources for links to APA style manuals. Especially helpful is the 
 APA Formatting and Style Guide 6th ed from the Purdue University Libraries’ 
 Online Writing Lab (OWL).   
 
 AMA Manual of Style is full text online. 

 From the Medicine & Health Databases list, click on “related info” beside each 
 database or look for a “cite/citing” tab in your list of results after your search. 
 
 Avoid Plagiarism by reviewing the Penn College policy. 
 
Apply the PICO Search Strategy 
 Use PICO forms to formulate your research questions 
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Search Effectively 
 Use Boolean Logic 
 Look for the controlled vocabularies of a database, see thesauri, MeSH, topics, etc. 
 Use Health Sciences Resources by Subject  for medical dictionaries, statistics, etc. 
 Use Truncation – see B.D. Owens Library “Learning Objects” 
 

Search Medical Dictionaries & Encyclopedias 
Search Medical References for definitions, descriptions, audible pronunciations, etc. 

Find Books & Journal Articles in Databases 

Identify Scholarly Journals – what are they? 
Identify Peer Reviewed Journals –  Ask a Librarian for help 
Search the Madigan Library Catalog for book and journal titles 
Search Google Books. Click on “Find in a Library” to see if it is in the Madigan Library 
Search WorldCat Local for books and articles in the Penn College Library and beyond 
Search NetLibrary for E-Books online 
Search Access Medicine for online books (limited access) 
Search all Medicine & Health Databases for citations to abstracts and full text articles 
Search Recommended Databases with searching hints 
Search Google Scholar for scholarly articles 
Search Subject Databases for government sites, statistics, general health and more. 

Search the Web 
Google Scholar 
 Google Scholar focuses on a wide variety of academic publishers, 
  professional societies and universities that produce scholarly and  
 peer-reviewed articles across the web. 

Evaluating Information on the Web 
 A short and concise guide produced by the Arizona University Libraries. 
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