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United States Patents 
 
USE THE 2 COMPUTERS CLOSEST TO THE RESTROOMS (LOL 14 and LOL 15), 
NEAR THE SCANNER.  These 2 specific computers can download the patent images 
needed.  The other computers, including reference, cannot at this time. 
 
United States patents can be found at this URL: 
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/srchnum.htm 
 

(The following URL will lead you to more options: 
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). 

 
If searching by patent number, remember to include the commas. 
5,146,634 
 
When the patent is retrieved, an abstract of the patent, background information, history, 
claims, etc. will be given.   
 
To view the entire patent, including images, click on the red “Images” icon above the 
patent information. 
 
To Print: 
Once the patent is retrieve, click on the printer icon closest to the patent itself, not the 
printer icon on the browser toolbar.  All pages of the patent will be printed. 
 
 
World Patents 
 
World patents can be retrieved from The European Patent Office at this URL: 
http://ep.espacenet.com 
 
On the right, click “Worldwide 30 Million Documents”. 
Find “Publication Number”, and type in the patent number.   

For a world patent, a “WO” patent, remember that the O next to the W is a letter.  
For example, type wo9952950. 

Click on “Search”. 
 
Check off and click on the patent number. 
The title of the patent, an abstract, and other information will appear. 
 
 

http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/srchnum.htm
http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html
http://ep.espacenet.com/


Make a decision:   
Check, if available, the small square box before the US “Patent Number” at the 
top of the form. 
Or, check the small square box before the “Requested Patent” number, the 
wo99052950. (Note:  your number changed from wo9952950 to wo99052950.  
The 99 represents a year, 1999.  The additional zero is a place holder in case there 
are more than 99,999 patents entered into the database.) 
 

Click inside the main part of the document, itself, (light yellow background).  This will 
select the frame to be printed. Press the printer icon. Only 1 page will be printed.  (This 
will prove that the patent entered in the worldwide patent database is the same patent 
with a different US patent number.) 
 
Click on the “Patent Number” or the “Requested Patent”, wo99052950.  The first page of 
the patent will appear.  Print it, a single page at a time (see directions below). 
 
To Print: 
Once the patent is retrieve, click on the printer icon closest to the patent itself, not the 
printer icon on the browser toolbar. A single page will be printed. 
 
Arrow to the next page.  (The arrows are located about 4 inches to the right of the red 
thumbprint.)  Print. 
 
Repeat as necessary. 
 
Other: 
For more information about retrieving and searching patent information, use the URL for 
“Patent Database Searching Aids and Techniques” from the Swain Chemistry and 
Chemical Engineering Library at: 
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/swain/patent/patsrchaid.html 
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