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by Thomasina Meeks-Owens

	Title
	Mail and Package Delivery Industries

	Standards Addressed
	13.2.5 C.  Contrast current use of technology in the workplace with past practices.

1.6.5 C.  Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.

1.6.5 D.  Contribute to discussions.

1.6.5 F.  Use media for learning purposes.

	Brief Overview
	The students will be able to identify past and present technology use in the United States Post Office, United Parcel Service, and Federal Express delivery service.

	Grade Level
	5th

	Content Area(s)
	Social Studies

	Other standards supported
	ASCA, PSCA, NCDG

	Prep Time
	20 minutes

	Implementation Time
	30-45 minutes 

	Learning Objectives
	The students will be able to write a list of the past and present technology usage of the United States Postal Service, United Parcel Service, and Federal Express delivery service.

	Materials Needed
	Paper and pencils; chalk and chalkboard or whiteboard and marker

	Detailed Activity Steps
	1. Have students brainstorm the names of mail and package delivery services, and write these names on the board.

2. Give a brief overview of USPS, UPS, and FedEx.

3. Instruct students to explore how technology has changed within these companies.

4. Review the definition of technology.

5. Demonstrate how the students are going to draw a chart to record their findings from the internet about the companies.

6. Provide the students with websites that they can access for the information.

7. The students will discuss their findings with the class.

	Theory basis
	Trait and Factor Theory

	Evaluation/Assessment
	The students will present their findings to the class.  The instructor will monitor the discussion to insure that the students have accurately assessed the technological differences between the past and present use of technology within the package delivery industry.

	Comments
	This activity may take more than one day.

	Enhancement Activities
	The students will write a paragraph that describes the duties of a mail carrier of the past and a mail carrier of the present.  This information is located on the websites provided by the instructor.

	Adaptation for at risk kids
	The students will work in pairs.  Both students will be responsible for creating a chart.  

	Resources
	Students can visit the following websites or surf the net for information:

1. www.usps.com  United States Postal Service

2. www.ups.com  United Parcel Service

3. www.fedex.com  Federal Express (FedEx)


